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A NEW BIRD OF PARADISE. 

By THE 1IOX. WALTER ROTHSCHILD. 

(Plate V.) 

Astrapia spleudidissima sp. nov. 

Adult Male. — H ead, sides of t lie head, occiput, and kind-neck brilliant metallic 
golden green, the feathers of the occiput bright bine, narrowly edged with the 
golden green. Back sinning velvety purple; rump and upper tail-coverts sooty 
black. Chin and throat bluish green with an oily gloss. Between the throat and 
ear-coverts is a narrow line of fiery crimson, running down into the crimson patch 
on the upper breast. Feathers of the lower neck greenish purple, edged with 
crimson in a certain light, and followed by a broad semicircular patch of deep 
fiery crimson. Breast and abdomen dark metallic green, with an olive oily gloss, 
as on the abdomen of Astrapia nigra. On the sides of the brea^ under the 
wing are some broad scaly green feathers, edged with copper. Thighs and under 
tail-coverts sooty black. Wings and upper wing-coverts sooty black, slight lv glossed 
with purple. Under wing-coverU like the back. Two outer pairs of rectrioes black 
with the utmost ha*e white ; third pair with a large white basal spot; fourth pair 
with nearly the basal third white; fifth pair white for two-thirds, the tip black. 
The apical portion of the central pair of tail-feather* is unfortunately shot awav : 
the remaining part is white, and we may well suppose that they are likewise broadly 
tipped with black. Bill and legs fin skin) blackish brown. 

C ul men 1*55 inch ( - 39*3 mm.) ; wing 5*25 inches (= 133*5 mm.) ; tarsus 1*5 inch 
(- 38 mm.); the proportional length and gradual increase in length of tin* rect rices 

is the same as in Astrapia nigra, the outermost pair being shortest, I.o. 2*1) inches 
(= 73*5 mm.), the second pair from the central (tin* fifth) being 0*8 inches ( = 173 mm.) 
long. Judging from the thickness of the >hafts of the central pair, as well ns from 
t lie gradual increase of the rest and from the similarly constructed tail of Astrapia 
nigra, we may suppose that the central tail-feathers are about !) or 10 inches long. 

The type is in my Museum at Tring. It wa> found among a number of 
plumassiers* trade-skim, said to have come from tin* foot of the diaries Louis 
Mountains in Hutch New (iiiinea. 

( )n comparison with Astrapia nigra some of the structural characters .show 
important differences. The feather* covering part of tin* nostril' art* a little shorter 
than in .1. nigra, 'fin* large tul'is behind tin* ear-coverts of A. nigra are very 
much smaller, in fact barely indicated, in A. splnntitfi,ssitna } and not different in 
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colour from the* hind-nock. Tho splendid pectoral band is much broader ami more 
patch-like, tho feathers above it le<s velvety, The >oaiv feathers on the sides of 
the brca*t do not extend so far down n< in A. nig ft t, The beak of the new specie* 
i> actually larger than that of the much bigger Astrnpin mgro. 

These differences however, ill my opinion, certainly do not warrant the erection 
of a new genus; for, though some are considerably modified, all the structural 
characters of the genus Asfrupia are present and distinctly visible in my new bird. 



ERR 1 IARTERT sandte mil* mehrere als ('riniger simplex bczeichnetc 



Excmplare einer XenorichLp die ihm von A”, simplex nus anderen (regenden 



abztiweichen schienen. Ich faml diese Vennutliuiig bestatigt, mill gebe auf Ilerrn 
llartert's Wnnseh. im folgenden die Diagnose del* neuen, liach ihm benannten, Art. 



.V. sintplici similis, sed notaeo multo obscuriore (olivascente-fnsco, nrojngio 
puullnm ruleseente, pileo obscurius tinctn, loris nigricantilms) ; subalaribns et 
remigmn marginibus interioribus rufis nec ochraceo-luteis ; subcnudalibus tibiisrpie 
sicut rectricum limbis interioribus lul vis, nec fulveseente-albi* ; hvpoebomlriis 
olivaceo-brunneis, ])lus minusve rufeseentibus, nec olivaceo-griseis ; gnla alba, 
praepectorc olivaceo-griseo, abdomine medio flavesceute-albo (his parti bus ut in 
A’, simplici tinctis) ; rostro nigro. Long. tot. c. 200 mm.; al. im. 102-107 ; 

eaud. 100; rostr. a. fr. 19. 20; tars. 21, 25. 

Typns im Tring .Museum. Exemplare auch in Leiden und llerlin. 

Hah. Siulliche Theile von Sierra Leone (Sulvinali River) und ndrdlichcs 
Liberia (Robert sport, (irand Dape Mount). 

Auf dii*se Art beziehen sicli folgrnde Hucherstellen : Cri nigee simplex Riitlik. 
(nc<* IlartL), Xofes Leyden Museum,* ii., p. 202) (Robert sport) ; op, cil. . xiv., p. 22 
(Sulvmah River); wahrscheinlich auch op. cit„ x., p. 80 (.Junk River). 



EINE XEUE XEX OCTCIILA. 



Von ANTON RERTIENOV 




Xenocichla harterti sp. nov. 



